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lf A number of artlcles in the June 1952 issues of the chief Ruma~
§ nian newspapers mentiop insect and nmeteorological factors affecting
! #gricultural production. These cortain the first mentionm in the i
. newspapers available in CIA of the effects of the freezing tempera- .
tures in May 1952. This 18 also the first indication in thege pa- o
Pers that frost extended t5 the Danube valley, 3
Fuzhers in parentheses refer to zppended sourceg. ’
{
The period of lew temyavatures which occurred during May 1952 was felt ‘
; througkout all provinces. Rain and snow in some reglons hindered agriculture. i
i In Bucharest Region, for example, workers on the Toporu State Farm were mobi- ¢
' Jiged to fight the frost in lsate May. Working day ana night, they transported |
: ‘10 tons of manure and great quantitvies of rush mats to cover crops. In addi- i
; tion, they kep. fires burning to raise the temperature in the fields. it is . )
: Teported that all crovs on the state farm were saved by thig means. (1) The un- !
! favorable weather nacessitated a second Planting in some rayons of Ialomita Re- :
: gien, in southeastern Rumnnia. Workers on stete and collective farms y and ine
dividual peasants vere forced to take measures to combat the damage » and to sow
: a second time fields in which young plants had been destroyed. (2)
!
The weather in June » in contrast, was hot ana rainy, causing early ripen-
: - ing of crops, Harvesting occurred earlier than usual in Doly Region, in aouth- .
; West Rumania.(3) Another article on the zame region states that barley and rape
; asrvesat began early because of the heat, Wheat was almost mature and vas to be
! cut sconer than usual. Farly yields of spinach, onions, dettuce, radishes, and ‘
! Parsley made it possible to exceed the agricultural preduction plan for Jure. (k) o
} i In Glurgian Bayon, Bucharegt Region, hot rainy weather in Jupe promoted rapid :
i growth of the cotton crop, (5) P
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FThe Ministry of Agriculture issned a commnigque on 23 June describing the
effects of the wesibhor on sgricultural conditions. The commmique stated that
the pains. which fell in the latter part of June hud a heneficial effect on the
Gevelopment of cropa. The soll vas provided with necessary bumidity. In many
parta of the countyy, however, hard raing formed crusts on the scil. This per-
mitted too rapid evsporstion of water. In other sactions the great dempness & tha
grouni cewsed excessive growth of wesds, woich, in many paris of ths cowmbay,
threstoner to choke young creps. The minietry cslied for immediste cultivation
and hosing to svoid loss of moisture due to the packing of the soil. Exscutive
commitiens of poople's ccuncils were called upon vo destroy weeds and crusts im-
rediately by a second and third cultivation of crops. Epecial ‘mention waz made
of possible damage £0 cofton. Feasantso were warned to cultivate deeply and care-
fully in order not to harm the plants.(€)

Crop Qesage by insects cccurred in scze arceas. [lor example, the regloasl

and rayom sdministrations of Mures Hegion hmve erployed spscialists o eozbab i
harmful insects. This year, insects ia the area were particularly numerous. i
The spetialists were called upon to save e numboer of crops. They sprayed lead
arsonate end dusted "nitroxan* over an area of Thir bectarss of oats attacked by
bestles et Bunoara. Move than 400 hectares of wheat were saved. In addition,

: 55 bectares of sugar beeis infected with dlack lice were sprayed. Thirteen mo-

: tor pumna obtained from the ISIR were used for the purpese. {T)

! Omt beetles cansed considerabls damage to ocats, barley, and heath peas in )
s nome avers of Cluj Region. Technicians in Baciu, Vistea, Sanpaul, and Someseni :
: were wadle to conbat them zuccessfully. Consequently, the rayom parcvy commit- :
tesr and peuple’s councile mobilized o)l workers to fight the spread of these ;

I
: orop dapaging insects.(8)

} In Codsesti Payon, Iasi Region, collectivifi« combated sn ineect whick at- :

! tzcks grain spikes. These insects vers clesned from the spikes with specisl :
eguirment.(6) Caterpillars were reported damagiug fiuit trees iIn Valcea B
Rayon.{9) In Almas Raycn 127,000 trees vere eprayed because of the prevalence ;
of caterpillara. (10)
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